Staters
play
in the
House
By DON NEUBAUM
The best way to learn about something
you don't understand is by experiencing
it first hand. That is exactly the principle
that Boys' and Girls' State was based
upon.
Hundreds of students from around the
state were enlightened in the
complicated process of state legislation.
They sat in on meetings, attended
workshops, and had the chance to pass
bills just like real state representatives.
During their stay in Tallahassee, the
students were housed and fed on the
FSU campus. The boys went at the
expense of the American Legion, and the
girls at the expense of the Ladies
Auxiliary.
Girls' State took place the week before
Boys' State did. The four girls who
represented us were Laura Cassels, Lisa
Blyshak, Karen Chamberlin, and
Stephanie Einhaus. Stephanie was
elected House Speaker pro tempore, and
Karen's bill to regulate gas prices on the
. i
turnpike was the first bill to pass during
the session.
Eleven Clearwater boys fought the
heat of a July day on a sweltering bus
ride to the state capital. "We stopped at a
McDonald's in Crystal River and the bus
wouldn't start again because it was
overheated. We sat in the sun for about
an hour before we finally got going,"
said Rick Moore.
But once they got there, the
excitement began. "They kept us going
every day from 6 a.m. to 12 or 1 at night.
But strangely enough, you didn't feel
tired, because you were so excited about
the day's event," said Penn Dawson.
Like most schools food, the FSU
cafeteria was less than appetizing. "We
couldn't figure out if what we were eating
was watery meatloaf or stiff chocolate
pudding, but the experience and
knowledge gained made up for the food
and long hours," said Penn.
"Boys' State was just as much of a fun
experience as a learning one. We learned
the principles of state legislation and the
workings of our American government,"
said Brooks Goodgame.
"On the ride home, two guys had to sit
on the luggage rack because the bus was
so crowded," said Rick Moore. But to
pass the time "Staters" rehashed
memories and experiences of the past
week and stored the knowledge gained
for use in the future.
^Girls' State Representatives: Stephanie Einhaus,
Laura Cassels and Lisa Blyshak.
Boys' State Representatives: (Front Row) Kevin
Becker, David Womack, Robert Muldrow, Penn
Dawson, Larry Bellack, Mike Hall. (Back Row)
Brooks Goodgame, Mark Billiris, Jeff Hall, Rick
Moore, Jeff Cleghorn.y
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